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Notes, Short Comments, and Answers
to Correspondents.

AN INTERESTING POINT IN A GENERAL PRACTITIONER’S
ACCOUNT.

A CASE of some interest came before his honour Judge Stonor and a
jury on May 4tb at Brompton. The plaintiff was a medical man
practising in Chelsea and he sought to recover B23 from a retired
army officer. The claim was in respect of professional attendance
upon various members of the defendant’s family, but principally
upon a son, about eight years of age. The account originally
amounted to a little over &pound;50; cheques had, however, been paid
from time to time. It was thought at first that the little lad

suffered from stone in the bladder but an operation revealed the
presence of a piece of wood in that organ. A communication
was discovered from the bowel into the bladder. The wood had the
resemblance of an apple stalk and it appeared to have ulcerated
the bowel and then to have worked into the bladder. A
first operation was performed by the present plaintiff, but a

subsequent one was carried out by another surgeon, and an

important point in dispute was whether the plaintiff was entitled
to charge for assisting at this operation. The defendant said
that he did not engage the plaintiff to assist. The plaintiff, on the
other hand, said that it would have been a most exceptional pro-
cedure had he, as the boy’s regular medical attendant, not been
present at the operation. The other surgeon charging an inclusive
fee of 50 guineas did not preclude the plaintiff from also charging for
his services. The plaintiff was asked to produce his books, when the
defendant’s counsel discovered that 12 guineas had first been put
down in the ledger for an operation, and 15 guineas afterwards
substituted. Counsel argued that "first impressions were generally
correct but the plaintiff said that in fairness to himself he was

obliged to ma!l.e the alteration. Ultimately the jury found in favour
of the plaintiff for the full amount claimed and his honour gave
judgment accordingly.
In our opinion no other decision was possible.

THE QUESTION OF ADMISSION TO HOSPITALS.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRs,-I should be glad if you could let me have some idea of the
procedure to be followed to obtain the admission of a patient into one
of the London general hospitals.
To day I was called to a patient who had broken her pa’e1la. I

improvised a back splint, bandaged, and sent her to the hospital. Her
relatives have just returned to me and state that after a long delay
(during which they received no attention) she was refused admission
and sent to the infirmary. As I sent her in hoping that she would
have been operated on I am naturally surprised at the action of the
authorities of the hospital. If there is any book, pamphlet, &c., which

gives any information as to routine to be observed I should be glad
toknow. I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
May 10th, 1904. W. A. T.

* The decision as to whether a patient should or should not be
admitted to a hospital rests with the officer of the hospital in charge
of the admission room. Some hospitals require letters and some do
not. We can hardly imagine that if the case mentioned had been
one for operation-i.e., if the surgeons considered operation neces-
sary and the patient had consented-admission would have been
refused if there was a bed available.-ED. L.

PRECAUTION AGAINST BUGS.

A CORRESPONDENT writes to ask us if we can inform him of some
method of protection against the attacks of bugs. If the bugs
simply live in the walls of the room the simplest plan is to move the
bedstead away from the wall and to place its feet in tins of water or
oil. If, however, the bugs inhabit the bedstead, and we gather
from our correspondent’s letter that this is probably the case, the
only certain method of preventing their attacks is the use of
the following apparatus, called, from its inventor, the " Levinge."
The " Levinge" consists of an -J-shaped sack, one arm of which is
made of calico or fine linen and the other arm of muslin. In the
linen (horizontal) part the sleeper lies, the end where the feet come
being closed. The end of the muslin (vertical) part is open with a tape
runround the opening, and about a foot or 18 inches from the opening
is a hoop. The sleeper gets into the sack through the opening,
tightens up the said opening and fastens it firmly by means of the
tape running in the hem and suspends the tapes to a hoop or to a nail
driven into the wall. It will thus be seen that he is inclosed in a
chamber which is quite impermeable to a bug. The hoop serves to
keep open the portion of the Levinge " which covers his face. The
only objection to this apparatus is that in very hot weather it is
apt to be somewhat oppressive but such a complication is not likely
to arise at the place to which our correspondent says that he is
going. In our experience no so-called insect powders are of the
slightest use against bugs.

A COMPLICATED LIABILITY.

A KINGSWOOD woman fractured her thigh recently, a medical man.
was sent for, and he advised her removal to the Bristol Royal
Infirmary and as the patient was destitute communicated with the
relieving officer. The woman was taken to the infirmary and the
person who provided the cab sent a bill for 6s. to the relieving
officer. This was brought before the Warmley guardians and there-
was an animated discussion at several meetings as to who was
liable to pay. At first the guardians endeavoured to make the
husband pay but he refused as he was living apart from her and
said she was a member of the club of the medical man who was sent
for to attend her. The guardians then applied to the medical man for
the money. He replied that he did not order the cab; it was ordered
by the relieving officer. Eventually the guardians sued the woman.
herself in the Bristol county court for the 6s. Her defence was
that she never ordered the cab and it was against her wish that she
was taken to the infirmary. She further stated that she did not
remain in the institution and paid 5s. for a cab to take her home,
which she thought ought to be refunded to her. His honour Judge
Austin decided that the woman was not liable and gave judgment to
that effect with costs. It remains to be seen what action, if any, the-
Warmley guardians will now take in the little comedy.

THE CRUELTY OF FRIENDS.

THE paragraph which follows appeared in the Midland Counties’
Trib1me of April 29th :-

Mr. and Mrs. L&mdash;&mdash;, -, desire to thank many friends for kind
inquiries, and to say that their son has successfully undergone the
operation for appendicitis. Their sincere thanks are also tendered
to Dr. J-, the operator, and Dr. P who administered the
an8e,3thetic.

We have received a letter with regard to it from a medical practi-
tioner who signs himself " Disgusted." We agree that the publicity
is most unfortunate and that Mr. and Mrs. L. could hardly have
done persons to whom they are grateful a worse service than adver-
tising them in this manner. At the same time our correspondent
will understand that no blame can attach to the medical men as they
cannot be suspected of complicity.

MINOR SURGERY IN CLUB PRACTICE.

To the Editora of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-The question has been raised by a member of a club as to.

whether minor surgery is included in the fee for medical attendance.
On taking the club no special agreement was made and I assumed that
only purely medical attendance was to be given for the fee of Is. per
quarter. Is the committee right in contending that this is for minor
surgery albo? I should be obliged for advice, and desire to be guided by
the usual custom in the matter.-I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,

C. E. S.

Some of our readers may help " C. E S." by telling him the pro
ceedure in their own experience. There is no general rule but if minor
surgery (as seems to us likely) has been performed by our correspon-
dent’s predecessors in the appointment, we think that he will be well
advised to follow suit.&mdash;ED. L.

EYESTRAIN AND HEADACHE.

A CORRESPONDENT sends us the following joke from last week’s number
of our contemporary Tit-Bits which he thinks has a direct bearing,
on the topical question of eyestrain and headache : -

PATIENT: " I’m troubled with headaches in the morning. , It
may be on account of my eyes; perhaps I need stronger glasses."
MEDICAL MAN: " No ; I think you merely need weaker glasses-

and fewer-at night."

GOATS AND RATS.

Dr. George H. R. Dabbs in a letter to the Westminster Gazette of

May 10th, referring to some recent remarks of Sir James Crichton-
Browne on the goat as a milk source for the children of the poor,
asks whether there is any truth in the prevalent idea in the Basque
country that where goats are the rat is not. " Over and over again.
the Basque farmer has told me," he says, "that the rat will never
come where the smell of the goat is. It is the only virtue, aesthetic
or other, which I have ever known attributed to the rat, but if there
is an antagonism of environment in the two animals Sir J.
Crichton-Browne’s recommendation may have an ev n wider value
than he anticipates."

THE CHEMISTS’ EXHIBITION.

AN exhibition full of interest to the drug and allied trades was
opened at the National Skating Palace, Argyll-street, W., on
May 9th. The occasion marked the tenth exhibition of the kind
which has been held since the scheme was set on foot by the
proprietors of the British and Colonial Druggist. The space in the-

skating palace was completely occupied with exhibits and the whole
presented quite a picturesque effect. Most of the leading druggists
were represented and the exhibits included pharmaceutical prepara-
tions, hygienic and sanitary products, photographic requisites,
dietetic specialities, and a thousand and one other articles.
which are now recognised as inseparable from the pharmacist’s
business. A feature of the exhibition was an admirable series.
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of photographs and a collection of photographic apparatus.
Demonstrations were also given of the properties of radium, helium,
krypton. and argon. At one stall was exhibited a splendid collection
of crystals of chloride of gold which was stated to be worth close upon

&pound;2000. There was a very satisfactory attendance of members of the
trade from all parts of the world and there were many members of the
medical profession present who took an evident interest in the
exhibits. The organisers may he congratutated on the continued
success of this interesting annual event.

LONDON POST-GRADUATE ASSOCIATION.

THE scheme for providing clinical instruction for qualified medical
men on a co&ouml;perative basis in the metropolitan hospitals continued
to do good work. It is satisfactory to learn that a number of the
ticket-holders renew their tickets after trying the scheme for a
period of three months, thus showing their satisfaction with the
plan. The scheme is already so well known that it is not necessary
to recapitulate the advantages provided by a single ticket which
secures admission to the 16 different hospitals forming the associa-
tion for the very moderate fee of seven guineas for three months or
ten guineas for six months. For those who desire to see as many
cases as possible in a short period a wealth of material is thus made
available and practitioners who desire to keep up to date in their
clinical work will find here the most ample opportunities for doing
so. Particulars may be obtained by writing to the Secretary,
London Post-Graduate Association, Examination Hall, Victoria

Embankment, London, W.O., or by interview between the hours
of 11.30 and 1 or of 2 and 3, except on Saturday.

HOLMAN TESTIMONIAL FUND.

THE following further list of contributions has been forwarded to
us by the honorary treasurer of this fund, Dr. John H. Galton,
Chunam, Sylvan-road, Norwood, S.E., by whom or by the secretary,
Mr. W. A. Berridge, OakfieId, Redhill, Surrey, subscriptions will be
received :-

;B s. d. jB s. d.
Dr. G. B. Ferguson ... 1 1 0 Dr. R. Saundby ...... 1 1 0 0
Rev. W. A. Thomas ... 1 1 0 Brigade - Surgeon John
Mr. J. A. Newsom... 1 1 0 Wales, A M.D. (retired) 1 1 0
Mr. E. N. Gardiner ... 1 1 0 Surgeon 0 B. Fairbank,
Mr. T. Neale......... 1 1 0 R.N. (O.E.) ......... 1 1 0
Mr. J. W. Wilson...... 1 1 0 Mr. A. C. C. Parkinson
Mr. H. V. Plum ...... 1 1 0 (0 E.) ............ 0 10 6
Mr. H. E Gardner ... 1 1 0 Mr. Bilton Pollard ...... 5 5 0
Rev. A. C. Knight ... 1 1 0 Dr. H. Retley ......... 2 2 0
Dr. H. F. Lee ...... 1 1 0 Dr.J J Percy A. Gabb ... 2 2 0
Miss Jones Parry...... 1 1 0 Mr. A. Hope Walker ... 0 10 6

, 
AN UNSUSPECTED SOURCE OF AN OBJECTIONABLE

PARASITE.

IN reference to a paragraph under the heading of "Clean Heads "
. in the letter from our Manchester correspondent (vide THE LANCET,

May 7th, p. 1311) we have -received an interesting communication
which suggests an unsuspected way in which pediculi may be con-
veyed to the human body. A child living in a suburb of London
occasionally had her head washed in rain water obtained from the
rain-water pipe which ran down the side of the house. This

water was heated, though perhaps not to the boiling point, and
then cooled with cold water from the tap. From time to time pediculi
were found on the head of the child and as she did not often meet
other children and the children she did meet were above suipicioji
the source of the objectionable parasite remained a profound
mystery until it was noticed that the appearance of the pefliculi
synchronised with the washing of the child’s head in rain water.
On discontinuing the use of rain water the trouble ceased. SuhEe-

quently lice were found in water obtained from the rain-water pipe
and our correspondent suggests that they must have been washed
from the nests of sparrows which were known to be in the gutter
supplying the pipe. This seems to be the only feasible explanation
of a curious occurrence.

WATER-SUPPLY.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-A gravel pit is being opened about three-quarters of a

mile from the village in which I live. The output is to be about 8eO
to 1000 tons of gravel a day for three years. The village lies between
the pit and the river. The district is very flat and only about 40 feet
above sea level. The water level is about seven feet from the surface.
The bed of gravel is some 11 feet 6 inches deep and is to be worked
out. At about ten feet deep constant pumping is required. The

general character of the soil is sandy gravel. The water-,upply of the
village is entirely from wells. What is likely to be the effect on the
water-supply (if any), and can any steps be taken in the matter?

I am, Sirs, yours faithiully,
May 10th, 1904. CIGARETTE.

AN ABNORMAL CLINICAL THERMOMETER.

WILL a correspondent who sent to us recently a cliliical thermometer
incorrectly graduated kindly supply us with his name and address ? 

-

Schoolmaster.-We do not think that there could be any objection to
the sick rooms of a school house being in connexion with the main
body of the building by means of a covered way, seeing that the

sick rooms have a separate entrance. We do not gather from our
correspondent’s letter whether the buildings are in process of

erection or are already built, but supposing that it is decided to make
the sick room building entirely separate from the other there is no

danger or difficulty in moving a patient, even though the weather be
bad, provided that he be well wrapped up. The risk of infection lies
not so much in aerial conveyance from one building to the other as
in the chances of infection being conveyed by attendants or by the
common use of spoons, forks, crockerv, and the like, by the patient
and the other boys without thorough cleansing and disinfection of
the same.

M.D. Lond.-Among the latest books dealing with hypnotism is

"Hypnotism: its History, Practice, and Theory," by J. Milne
Bramwell, M.B., C.M. Edin. Price 18a. net. Published by Grant
Richards, 48, Leicester-square, W.C. The following books by Dr.
Alfred T. Schofield and published by Messrs. J. and A. Ohurchill,
7, Great Marlborough-street, W., also contain references to the

subject: " The Force of Mind ; or, the Mental Factor in Medicine."
Price 58. net. "The Unconscious Mind." Price 7s. 6d. "Un-
conscious Therapeutics; or, the Personality of the Physician."
Price 5s. net.

Strathcona.-There is nothing illegal in having the notices printed but
we do not quite understand to whom they are to be sent. If they
are to be distributed broadcast to the public-i.e., to the patients
of other medical men the procedure will be quite wrong. There is
no difference between such a method of establishing a client&egrave;le and
canvassing or open advertisement.

R.-(1) Our correspondent must supply us with a copy of the rules and
regulations of the society in question before we can answer his

question. (2) No.

OOMMUNICATIONS not noticed in our present issue will receive attention
in our next.

Medical Diary for the ensuing Week.
OPERATIONS.

METROPOLITAN HOSPITALS.
MONDAY (16th).-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M., St.

Thomas’s (3.30 P.M.), St. George’s (2 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2.30 P.M.),
Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Westminster (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.),
Samaritan (Gynaecological, by Physicians, 2 P.M.), Soho-square
(2 P.M.), Royal Orthopaedic (2 P.M.), City Orthopaedic (4 P.M.),
Gt. Northern Central (2.30 P.M.), West London (2.30 P.M.), London
Throat (9 30 A.M.), Royal Free (2 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.).

fUBSDAY (17th;.&mdash;London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St.
1’homas’s (6.60 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Weet-
minster (2 P.M.), West London (2.30 P.M.), University College
(2 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (1 P.M.), St. MarYa
(2.30 P.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.), London Throat
(9 30 A.M.), Royal Ear (3 P.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.),
Throat, Golden-square (9.30 A.M.), Soho-square (2 P.M.), Chelsea
(2 P.M.).

WEDNESDAY (18th .&mdash;St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), University College
(2 P.M.), Royal Free (2 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Charing Cross
(3 P.M.), St. Thomas’s (2 P.M.), London (2 P.M.), King’s College
(2 P.M.), St. George’s (Ophthalmic, 1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (2 P.M.),
National Orthopaedic (10 A.M.), St. Peter’s (2 P.M.), Samaritan
(9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Gt. Ormond-street (9.30 A.M.), Gt. Northern
Central (2.30 P.M.), Westminster (2 P.M.), Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.),
London Throat (9 30 A.M.). Cancer (2 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square
(9.30 a.as.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.).

FHURSDAY (19th).--St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St. Thomae’s
3.30 P.M.), University College (2 P.M.), Charing Cross (3 P.M.), St.
George’s (1 P.M.), London (2 P.M.), King’s College (2 P.M.), Middlesex
(1.3U P.M.), St. Mary’s (2.30 P.M.), Soho-square (2 P.M.), North-West
London (2 P.M.), Gt. Northern Central (Gynaecological, 2.30 P.M.),
Metropolitan (2.30 P.M.), London Throat (9 30 A.M.), St. Mark’s
(2 P.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Throat, Golden-square
(9.30 A.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.).

FRIDAY (20th).-London (2 P.M.), St. Bartholomew’s (1.30 P.M.), St.
Thomas s (6.30 P.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.), Middlesex (1.30 P.M.), Charing
Cross (3 M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), King’s College (2 P.M.), St.Mary’s
(2 P.M.), Ophthalmic (10 A.M.), Cancer (2 P.M.), Chelsea (2 P.M.). Gt.
Northern Central (2.30 P.M.), West London (2.30 P.M.), London
lhroat (9.30 A.M.), Samaritan (9.30 A.M. and 2.30 P.M.), Throat,
Golden-square (9.30 A.M.), City Orthopaedic (2.30 P.M.), Soho-square
i2 P.M.)

SATURDAY (21st).-Royal Free (9 A.M.), London (2 P.M.), Middlesex
(1.30 P.M.;, 6L. Thomas’s (2 P.M.), University College (9.15 A.M.),
Charing Cross (2 P.M.), St. George’s (1 P.M.), St. Mary’s (10 P.M.).
Throat, Golden-square (9.30 A.M.), Guy’s (1.30 P.M.).

At the Royal hye Hospital (2 P.M.), the Royal London Ophthalmic
.1U A.M.), the Royal Westminster Ophthalmic (1.30 P.M.), and the
entral London Ophthalmic Hospitals operations are performed daily.

S O C I E T E S
MONDAY 16th).- MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON (11, Chandos-street,

Cavendish square. W.).-8.30 P.M. Annual Conversazione. Recep-
tion by the resident. 8.46 P.M. Oration :-Sir Isambard Owen:
The Future of Medical Education in London.

THE SOCIOLOGICAL SUCIETY (Schcol of Economics and Political
Science (University of London),, Clare Market, W.C.).-5 P.M.
Paper :-Mr. F. Galton : Eugenics, its Definition, Scope, and Aims.


